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NATIONAL BLACK PROSECUTORS ASSOCIATION
VIRTUAL ANNUAL CONFERENCE
“The State of the Black Prosecutor:

Empowered and Emboldened to Change the Narrative”
August 17, 2020 — August 21, 2020

August 17, 2020
NBPA Family,

Welcome to our first virtual conference! While
we were excited to see each other in the beautiful city
of Chicago, your health and safety remains a priority.
Our physical fellowship did not stop at the
postponement of the 2020 Chicago Conference. We
have now moved to virtual fellowship. The theme is:
The State of the Black Prosecutor: Empowered &

Emboldened to Change the Narrative. The NBPA virtual conference agenda is a
continuum highlighting the issues that we deal with, office practice, and how we can
change that narrative. For the past 36 years, we have been an empowered family.
Each year, the conference renews that energy. As a result of that empowerment, we
have always been emboldened to change the narrative. We now have to push the
boundaries further because we are valuable and must continue to convey our value
by instilling our mission. We have had a hard year but we remain steadfast in that
mission. In spite of the ugly, insensitive, eye opening social injustice around us, we
are still the voice of the voiceless and continue to safeguard ALL rights. Being a
prosecutor means that we seek justice; we remain the gatekeepers of justice.

While we have had a hard year, we have also had a fruitful year. We have
continued to fellowship with each other in our respective states and local chapters.
We contributed to our communities through service projects and Real Talk. We
travelled to Africa to facilitate trainings as we engaged in idea sharing with our
brothers and sisters on the other side of the globe. We have been busy.

This separation is tempaorary; this too shall pass. I look forward to
seeing you all week. I also look forward to seeing you in Chicago August 15-20,
2021. Stay safe NBPA Family.

Yours in Service

National Black Prosecutors Association
1507 East 53" Street Suite 108 Chicago, Illinois 60615
www.blackprosecutors.org
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A Look Back At NBPAHistory

In late 1981 or early 1982, Norman S. Early Jr., then the Chief Deputy in the Denver District

I 00T O1T AUud O |/ £#FEAAh xAO AT 1T OAAOGAA AU OEA %AOO0
participation on a panel. Norm responded that he knew he was being solicitdfor only two
reasonszOEAU 1T AAAAA A DPOI OAAGOT O AO O1T i1 A A AAAQ A
they contact a Black prosecutor from the East Coast. The NAACP opined that was their
preference, and requested the name of one. Norm had to embarrasgly acknowledge that he

knew not one single name or position of a Black prosecutor outside his home state of Colorado.

And although he had attended many NDAA events, Norm had not encountered many

prosecutors of color.

Two non AfricanrAmerican prosecutorswere instrumental in the formation of the NBPA One

xAO OEA #EEAACI 30AO0OAO ' 00T OT AU 11 x AUT C 2
""""" I 001 O AU POAAAAAOGOTI O AT A T AT OI O $AI A

and told Tooley of his ensternation in not being able to network with fellow AfricanrAmerican

prosecutors around the United States. DA Tooley suggested that Norm call the largest offices

in the states and counties with the largest Black populations, and request that the receptist

transfer him to a Black lawyer. If he met with any resistance, he was to tell them he was the

#EEAZE $APOOU EI OEA $AT OGAO $!60 / £ZEFEAA AT 4 x

instances where Black prosecutors were requested to make presentatienIf necessary,

.1 0i66 AAA ET OEA EITA xAO OEA .11 #0 Al 1T OAQOA

When Norm inquired if he was expected to do this on public time, using a government
telephone, the response was that establishing this network was every bit as important as the

cases Normtried and the programs Norm ran. So, Norm got on his government phone, in his

Ci OAOT T AT O T £#FEAAR 11 Cci1 OAOT I AT O OEi Ah xEOE] $!
of calling one office after another. There was greater resistance in some officeathothers,

but within a few short months a list of over 175 Black prosecutors was compiled, with Chicago,

IL, and Florida dominating the list.

In fact, Chicago proved to be a most important city for our organization. Years earlier, Norm

met Glenn Carr though the now defunct Regional Heber Smith Community Lawyer Fellowship
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Program, run under the auspices of Howard University Law School, where Glenn was the
program director. Glenn was now the Deputy States Attorney in the office of Richard Daley.
The day Nom and Glenn reconnected was the day things started taking shape for the
formation of a national organization serving Black prosecutors. Sterling Johnson, the then NYC
Special Narcotics Prosecutor (now a Federal judge) joined with Norm and Glenn in organig

a meeting of as many Black prosecutors as they could identify and, amongst other things, to
discuss the possibility of forming an organization. With that in mind, in August of 1982 a letter
was sent to everyone on the list of 175. Of course the inteati of forming an organization was
intentionally not mentioned in the letter because of some of the reservation and fears that had
been expressed by non AfricatAmericans when the initial phone calls were made.

Over 100 Black prosecutors gathered in Chicagn 1983, with States Attorney Richard Daley
serving as host. It was both eerie and refreshing to see so many people of color who performed
the same responsibiliies and had the same kinds of concerns regarding recruitment,
retention, and respect. Those ssembled readily agreed to form an organization. A committee
comprised of the late Judge Loretta Hall Morgan, Glenn Carr, Art Hill, Sterling Johnson, and
Norm Early commenced their work on formalizing the will of the group. These individuals,

who met repeaedly in Chicago to deal with name, incorporation, bylaws, and other

communications, are considered to be the Founders of our organization. Those Black
prosecutors around the nation who responded to the communications and invitation for
membership are the Founding Members of the newly formed National Black Prosecutors
Association.

In 1984 theNBPA, with Norm as President and Glenn as Videresident, held the

I OCATEUAQCEI 160 Z£EEOOO | £Z£EAEAI |1 AAOGET ¢ j OEA
meeting almost proved to be the death knell of th&dBPAbefore we had even gotten off the
ground. With a total of only thirty participants, the organization was unable to meet hotel
guarantees without some serious begging and passing of the hat. The most meanihgfrt of
OEA DPOI COAI xAO OEAT 230hA @dyd Of Baltindré, @irt/sSthmdké, A
delivering his well-known thoughts on the legalization of drugs. For its next
meeting, NBPAreturned to the already proven and friendly confines of Chicago. &became
financially healthy andzUT O ET 1T x xEAO08O Al I ET C

Z THERESTISHISTORY!
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Mission and Goals of the NBPA

A4EA T EOOETT 1T &£ OEA ."0! EO OA#&EI AAOAA ET OE/
blacks within the prosecutorial arm of thelegal profession. It is to ensure not only retention of
blacks in prosecution, but also to correct the dramatic inequity that exists with respect to black
OADPOAOGAT OAOEIT T EI

and mentor younger aspiring lawyers for leadership roles in the years ahead.

NBPAmission is realized through the following important goals:

T To serve as a catalyst for interdisciplinary communication, innovative training,
professional development and camaraérie among blacks choosing careers in law
enforcement.

To provide intensive training, both academic and practical, accommodating the wide
variety of specializations within the membership.

To seek out and support young people interested in public service gviding realistic
Aopi OO0OA OI OEA DPOI OAAOOI 0606 OiI 1T A AO A OE
To create a pool of legal scholars to provide and conduct symposiums on topics that are
contemporary, germane, and on the cutting edge of the legal profession.

To create forums, both national and regional, which involve subjects that impact directly
the needs and concerns of the black community.

To develop an international information network relevant to the needs of black law
enforcement personnel.

To promote, strengthen and support the roles of blacks in all aspects of law enforcement.
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2020 Virtual Conference

O4EA 30A0A T &£ OEA "1 AAE 001 @EADTAODE%I PJIAL
August 1721, 2020
*Daily Sessions Will Commence at 12pm PST / 3pm EST*

Monday. August 17

Welcome Erika Gilliam-Bookerz NBPA President
Kyontha D.Nelsonz NBPA VP of Planning 2020 Virtual Conference Chair
CLE Session The BlackProsecutor & The Conundrum of Consciousness
*In partnershipx EOE 0 OET AA ' AT OCA80O #1 O1 OU| 3«
Moderator: Aisha N. Braveboyz3 OAOAG O ! 6O1T 01 Auh O0OET 4A
Panelists:
Mark D uPree z District Attorney, Wyandotte County, Kansas
Kim Gardner z Circuit Attorney, St Louis, MO
Wayne McKenzie z General Counsel for the NYC Department of Probation
Stephanie Morales z Commonwealth Attorney, Portsmouth, VA
Redditt Hudson z National Coalition ofLaw Enforcement Officers for Justice
Reform and Accountability

Tuesday. August 18

CLE Session Is it Criminal? Prosecuting Police Use of Force and Related Misconduct
Moderator: Allison V. Green z Supervising Assistant District Attorney, Bronx, NY
Panelists:
Darcel D. Clark z District Attorney, Bronx County, NY
Marilyn Hite Ross 73 OAOAS O | 6071 01 AUR 7ET T AAACT [Jei
Lucy Lang z Executive Director, Institute for Innovation in Prosecution at John Jay
College in Criminal Justice

Wednesday, August 19

Plenary Session | Election Candidate Forum | Membership Recognition

Thursday. August 20

CLE Session Changing the Landscape: How Become the H.P.I.C. (Head Prosecutor In Charge)
Moderator: Craig Simsz &1 O AO #OEI ET Al $EOEOEI T #[|E?Z
Panelists:
Craig Watkins z Former District Attorney, 1st AA District Attorney, Dallas, TX
Saana Deberry z District Attorney, Durham County, NC
Sherry Boston z District Attorney, DeKalb County, GA
Dolly Hunt z Prosecuting Attorney, Pend Orielle County, Washington
Adam Fossz Executive Director, Prosecutor Impact

Friday. August 21

Announcements NBPA Foundation Scholarship Award | Election Results

SeltCare Session A Space to Breathe: Mental Health & The Black Prosecutor
Moderator: Adara L. Combsz Assistant Chief District Attorney, Philadelphia, PA
Speaker Dr. Ariane Thomas z Licensed Clinical Psychologist
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Friday. August 21 (cont.)

SeltCare Session

A Space to Breathe: Mental Health & The Black Prosec(gont.)

Member Participants:

Jullian Brevard z Chief AssistantAttorney General Office ofthe Attorney General
for the District of Columbia, Washington, D.C.

Victoria Hicks z Rising 3L & 2020 NBPA Foundation Scholarship Recipient
Naya Tsangz Assistant ProsecutorWarren County0 O OAAOOI 06 O

Asia Watsonz! OOEOOAT O 1 OO1T O1 AUh
Office, GA

Party with a Purpose! DJ Set with Hurricane LaRue (8pm EST via Facebook)
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THE BLACK PROSECUTOR & THE CONUNDRUM OF CONSCIOUSNESS

This panel will address the duality of identifying as both Black and aa prosecutor, and our
continued role and responsibility to advance justice. We anticipate a moderated discussion

that will tackle topics such as returning to work in the midst of the presenmovement,
maintaining internal checks on our fellow prosecutors and law enforcement partners, using

I 60 AEOAOAOQGEIT I O OCii1 Ahdo AT A AT AT OOACET Cc [i
ever-present impulse to flee.

O

MODERATOR:

I O 3 OA OAyABha!B@bo is the top law enforcement officer
in0 OET AA cCodlntyO&spodsile for the safety and security of over
800,000 citizens. Her motto for the Office under her administration, is
OEAO O#OEI A EO DPAOOITAI 8DAOOIT Al | Ol
AT 11 Ol EOU AT A PAOOTT AT O Bedeboy OAQAS
is ushering in significant changes in how individuals and cases are
handled to ensure not only that justice is administered in Prince

| ' AT OCAB80 #1 O1 Ouh AOO OEAO EO EO ATl A

During her first-ever State of Justice event, shannounced that the

County will no longer require cash bail as a requirement for prérial

OAl AAOA E1 AAOAO xEAOA OEA DPAOOIT JEC
pose a flight risk. That is a major policy change, which will ensure that individuals who car© A £A&T| O A
bail will not languish in jail. She has also reorganized her juvenile justice unit and created
community partnerships to end the schootto-prison pipeline, one of her major priorities. Ms.
Braveboy has created a number of new units in her officto better address criminal justice needs.
The Public Integrity Unit focuses on police misconduct, excessive use of force and corruption cases.
The Conviction and Sentencing Integrity Unit, the only one of its kind in the state, reviews cases
where there are questions or doubts about a sentence that has been handed down. In addition,
Ms. Braveboy is expanding diversion opportunities. She has doubled the number of participants
in the BackOn-Track program, which focuses on giving firstime felony drug offenders a second
chance. She has also created thBrive Focused, Sober and Satampaign and increased
participation in the monthly Community In The Courthouse sessions.

0OOET O O1 AAET ¢ Al AAGAA AO 30A0A30 !of3ovemmehtU h o}
Affairs for Children's National Health System. Ms. Braveboy was also Of Counsel with Gabriel J.
Christian and Associates, where she represented clients in criminal and civil matters. In addition,

Ms. Braveboy, for over 17 years, served aeeral Counsel for the Community Public Awareness

Council (GPAC), a communitybased juvenile diversionary program that has successfully diverted

over 4,000 students from the criminal justice system.

In 2006, Ms. Braveboy was elected to represent the f16 Legislative District in the Maryland
General Assembly. As a Delegate, Ms. Braveboy was appointed by the Speaker of the House to
serve as Chair of the Consumer Protection Subcommittee. She was elected by her peers to serve
as Chair of the Legislative Bck Caucus of Maryland, where she guided the 4dember
organization on a wide range of policy issues including parity for Historically Black Colleges and
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Universities, reducing mass incarceration, enhancing tools to prosecute rapists, increasing
opportunities for women and minority-owned businesses and reducing health disparities in our
State.

Ms. Braveboy graduated from the University of Maryland College Park, where she received her

Bachelor of Arts Degree in Government and Politics. She also received Juris Doctorate from
Howard University School of Law. Ms. Braveboy is a member of the Sanctuary at Kingdom Square
and Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority, Inc.

SPEAKERS:

Mark A. Dupree, Sr.,is the District Attorney of Wyandotte County, KS,
the 4th largest cainty in the State of Kansas. Mr. Dupree leads an office
| of over 60 employees and manages a significant budget each fiscal
| year. Mr. Dupree was sworn into office on January 9th, 2017. The
""""" I 001 O1T AU O 1T £Z£EAA EO OAPD]
M safe. D.A. Dupree and his team of excellent employees are
| implementing strategic and visionary policies to expand the function

proactive, attacking violent crimes and crimes that affect the standard of living in the
community.

- 08 $O0OPOAA xAO OOCAAAOOACI OEAOEIJA AQED /CC AU AEIG
Kansas. This unit is responsible for ensuring that convictions obtained previously still hold

- sz A N 2 .~ A

featured twice in the New York Times and interviewed on the nationally syndicated Roland
Martin Show.

Wyandotte community involvement is the bedrock of the Dupree Administration. Communyt
involvement builds community trust, and it is that trust that greatly assists in crime prevention
and bringing justice when a crime occurs. As such Mr. Dupree leads the way in speaking at
schools, neighborhood watch meetings, church gatherings, and civarganizations. The
Assistant District Attorneys in the office, as well as staff members, are actively involved in
reaching out to the community as well.

The B.O.L.D.D initiativewhich stands for Brilliant Outstanding Leaders Determined to the
DifferenceEO A BOT COAI AOAAOAA AU - 08 $OPOAAGO T|AEE
Attorneys are going into the schools and working with select high school students educating

and exposing them to the legal process in a positive manner.

Mr. Dupree has practted in a diversity of legal capacities. He clerked in Jackson County,
Missouri, served as an Assistant Prosecuting Attorney in Jackson County, served as an

I OOEOOAT 6O 0OAIT EA $AAEAT AAO ET *TEITOIT #1616 (
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practiced in their firm, Dupree and Dupree, LL& Attorneys at Law, until his swearing into
office.

Mr. Dupree attendedUniversity of Kansasearninga" AAEAT 1 06 0 $ACOAANE]
minor in Leadership Studies before earning hisJuris Doctorate Degreefrom Washburn
University School of Law Mr. Dupree is married to his law school sweetheart and former law
partner, Attorney Shanelle Dupree, and they have four beautiful and active children.

Kim Gardner was electedCircuit Attorney in 2016 and assumed
office on January 1, 2017. Gardner leads an office of 140
committed professionals who seek justice on the behalf of the
residents of the City of St.Louis.

Mrs. Gardner is a life-long resident of the City of St. Louis.

Growing up in a high crime area of North St. Louis and her

/A | E70-yedr@uneral home businesshas exposedher to the

devastation that violent crime hason far too many families. Her

desire to strengthen the relationship between the community

and law enforcement was an important motivator for her
citizens throughout the community in a criminal justice system that promotes trust,
accountabiity and transparency.

Mrs. Gardneris working to expandthe traditional role of the prosecutor and utilize a broader
set of tools with law enforcement,community, judgesand social service stakeholdersto find
innovative solutions to addressviolent and serious crimes. Sheis also committed to finding
opportunities to help at-risk young peoplebecomeproductive membersof our community and
avoid being drawn into the life of crime.

Prior to becoming the first African American Circuit Attorney in the City of St. Louis, Mrs.
Gardner served as an Assistant Circuit Attorney, and served two terms as a Missouri State
Representativein the 77t District. Mrs. Gardnerearned a Bachelor of Sciencein Healthcare
Administration from Harris Stowe StateUniversity, a JurisDoctor from SaintLouis University,
and a Master of Sciencein Nursing from SaintLouis University.

Redditt Hudson is a former officer with the St. Louis Metropolitan
Police Department. He is a former Board Chair of The Ethics
Projects helmed by Dr. Christi Griffin.He has worked extensively

in the criminal justice reform arena for the past 15 years including
work as Racial Justice Associate for the ACLU of Eastern Missouri
(now the ACLU of Missouri) and as a national Regional Field
Organizer for the NAACP.He is a cefounder of the National
Coalition of Law Enforcement Officers for Justice, Reform, and
Accountability, and is currently a member of the Diversion staff for
St. Louis Circuit Attorney Kimberly Gardner.




